Des-tyrosine1-gamma-endorphin increases the antinociceptive efficacy of morphine in the rat.
Repeated injections of des-tyrosine1-gamma-endorphin (DT gamma E) to rats subjectively increased sensitivity to handling. After 8 days of treatment, the animals were supersensitive to a low dose of morphine in the foot-shock test. Acute treatment with DT gamma E gave no significant increase in morphine sensitivity. The results indicate that DTgammaE given chronically interacts with opioid receptor-effector mechanisms.